Part 4 - God loves me after all!
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21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put
it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they
began to celebrate.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put
it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they
began to celebrate.

The robe was a symbol of ____________.

The robe was a symbol of REST.

The ring was a symbol of _______________.

The ring was a symbol of SECURITY.

The sandals were a symbol of _______________.

The sandals were a symbol of ACCEPTANCE.

”Define yourself radically as one beloved by God. This is the true self.
Every other identity is illusion. God’s love for you and his choice of you
constitute your worth. Accept that, and let it become the most important
thing in your life.” - Brennan Manning, Abba’s Child
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PRAYER CHALLENGE:
God, awaken in me the awareness that I am Your unconditionally loved child.
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“Every time you feel hurt, offended, or rejected, you have to dare to say to
yourself: 'These feelings, strong as they may be, are not telling me the truth
about myself. The truth, even though I cannot feel it right now, is that I am the
chosen child of God, precious in God's eyes, called the Beloved from all
eternity, and held safe in an everlasting belief.’” –Henri Nouwen, Life of the
Beloved

“Every time you feel hurt, offended, or rejected, you have to dare to say to
yourself: 'These feelings, strong as they may be, are not telling me the truth
about myself. The truth, even though I cannot feel it right now, is that I am the
chosen child of God, precious in God's eyes, called the Beloved from all
eternity, and held safe in an everlasting belief.’” –Henri Nouwen, Life of the
Beloved

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.”
(1 John 3:16)
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